
new buildingó explains Michele 

Jones, Co-Director of CLCõs 

Education Program.  òIt provides 

much needed classroom space 

for our continued expansion, and 

many other features as well.  For 

the first time, our students will 

have a real indoor gym that al-

lows for a much wider variety of 

activities for our students.  Bike 

riding, roller skating, and basket-

ball skills can be taught year 

round.  Our students can learn 

aerobics and yoga without using 

instructional time moving equip-

ment to make room.ó 

The new kitchen and laundry 

facilities are critical teaching ar-

eas in the new building. Preparing 

foods, setting a table, unloading a 

dishwasher, and doing laundry 

are skills many parents can take 

for granted, but represent   

(continued on page 5) 

According to the CDC, 1 in 150 

American children has an autism 

spectrum disorder.  The demand 

for quality educational services is 

skyrocketing and the Compre-

hensive Learning Center (CLC) is 

expanding to meet this need.  

Since January, 7 new students 

have been enrolled at CLC  with 

plans to add 9 more students in 

the next several years.  

CLC also plans to open its Adult 

Life Skills Program by 2011.  This 

program will serve up to 25 

adults with autism and provide 

training in vocational, self-care, 

community participation, and 

other life skills. The problem is 

space; the current building is at 

capacity. 

We are happy to announce that 

construction is underway for an 

additional building adjacent to 

CLCõs current headquarters.  

The building adds 6,000 square 

feet of leased space for the pro-

gram.  The two buildings at our 

150 James Way location will 

meet CLCõs needs for at least 10 

years!  

 The new building will house the 

Upper Elementary and Secondary 

Education programs, as well as 

the adult program. The additional 

space will include a conference/

vocational education room, a 

new larger gym, and a full kitchen 

and laundry room.   

 òWe are very excited about our 

Do you want to hear the most 

current research findings on 

teaching children with autism?  

The AJ Foundation will be hold-

ing itõs 4th conference on ABA 

and autism on January 16-17, 

2009. The conference, called 

Evidenced-Based Interventions for 

Teaching Individuals with Autism, 

will be held at Bucks County 

Community College.  Nationally 

recognized experts in the field of 

behavior analysis and autism in-

tervention will share their exper-

tise with parents, family members 

and professionals from Bucks 

County and the surrounding 

areas.  Topics include:  

Effective intervention for 

adults with autism  

Teaching social skills, language, 

conversational skills and con-

cepts 

Tolerance of health care pro-

cedures 

Promoting healthy lifestyles 

Treating stereotypy and chal-

lenging behaviors  

Act 48 and ASHA Continuing 

Education Credits will be offered 

for professionals attending the 

conference. 

 (continued on page 5) 

An artistõs rendering of  

CLCõs new building 

CLC...Growing to Meet the Need 
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Meet CLCõs New Students 

P A G E  2  C R E A T I N G  F U T U R E S  T O D A Y  

Connor (13), 

joined us in 

January.  He is 

learning to fold 

laundry and 

shower inde-

pendently. 

Ivy (12), began 

at CLC in 

May.  She is 

learning to 

make infer-

ences when 

reading    

passages.   

Brandon (4 ), 

started in July.  

He is learning to 

interact with 

peers and play 

turn-taking 

games.  

Drake (8),                              

joined us in July.  

He is complet-

ing his gym 

routine inde-

pendently  and  

learning to start 

conversations.   

Alex (7), one of 

our newest 

students, has 

learned to fol-

low a variety of 

activity sched-

ules.  Heõs also 

learning addi-

tion facts.  
Bryn (3), began 

at CLC in Sep-

tember.  She is 

learning to fol-

low an activity 

schedule.  She is 

also learning to  

sing songs.  

Will (11), is 

learning to 

prepare a 

hamburger 

and chicken 

nuggets for 

lunch, and to 

clean up.  

Colin (10), has learned to brush 

his teeth inde-

pendently. He 

is  learning to 

help out  at 

home by set-

ting the table.  

Ryan (13), is  

learning to 

type his daily 

schedule on 

the computer 

& to keep 

appointments.       

Connor (11), 

has learned to 

converse with 

family by phone 

He is learning 

to use a dic-

tionary.    

Lucas (8), has 

learned to 

use a calcula-

tor.  He is 

learning key-

boarding 

skills on the 

computer.  

Michael (7), has learned to tol-

erate haircuts 

at a salon.  He 

is learning to  

make his own 

sandwich for 

lunch.  

Dan (16), has 

become a very 

proficient  

typist.  He is 

learning to type 

documents and 

input data into 

excel spreadsheets.  Dan  tracks 

the supply inventory for CLC.  

He works out at a local fitness 
center three times a week and 

takes tennis lessons.   He also 

ran in the AJ Foundation 5K 

race for autism.  

Louis(15), 

is learning a 

variety of 

vocational 

skills.  Cur-

rently, he is 

learning to 

file docu-

ments alphabetically.  Louis is 

independent in his home envi-
ronment with food prep, self-

care skills and household 

chores. He enjoys horseback 

riding, rock climbing & music. 

AJ (19),   

attends  a 

county-wide 

vocational 

training pro-

gram twice a 

week.  He begins a job at a local 

accounting firm in January.   He 

enjoyed hiking through Ireland 

with family this summer.  AJ 

also placed 4th in his age group  

in the AJ Foundation 5K in May.  

So how are they doing?... 
Alexis (15 ),  

has learned 

to shop for 

g rocer ies , 

and make 

salads.  She 

is learning 

to vacuum 

and sweep to assist in house-

hold chores.  Alexis enjoys 
bike riding, swimming, listen-

ing to music and spending 

time with friends and family. 

A.H.  (5) is 

learning to 

follow group 

directions and 

initiate to his 

peers. 

  

 

Ethan (5), is 

learning to 

make sound 

combinations  

and to initi-

ate activities 

with others. 

Katelyn (3), started at 

CLC in April.  She 

made significant gains 

and is now in a typical 

preschool program.     


