
Fulfilling a Dream...Expansion Complete 

Taking 5 year old Brandon to the 

pediatricianõs office used to be a 

dreaded event. òIt was a night-

mare,ó relates his mother, Sher-

rie, òHe would run around the 

office, scream, wouldnõt even sit 

on the exam table.ò A year later, 

itõs a different story, òCLC has 

made a huge difference for Bran-

don. At his last well visit he fully 

cooperatedñhad his vision, hear-

ing, heart and lungs checked, 

even answered the doctorõs 

questions,ó The pediatrician was 

impressed. òHe asked what we 

had done, said he had never seen 

a transformation like this before.ó  

Taking children with autism into 

the community can be extremely 

challenging for parents, and pre-

paring students for those transi-

tions is an important part of 

CLCõs program.  òDoctor visits, 

haircuts, shopping trips, attending 

a siblingõs dance recital are im-

portant life events that many 

parents take for granted but 

require special programming for 

our students,ó explains Co-

Director Amanda Flavell. òOften 

itõs a matter of shaping compo-

nent skills, the length of the 

event, or building a repertoire of 

appropriate activities.  For exam-

ple, a schedule of quiet activities 

may make a long plane ride much 

more successful for a stu-

dent.ó        (continued on page 5) 
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This fall, students returning to 

the Comprehensive Learning 

Center (CLC) found a brand new 

6,000 sq. ft. building on campus.  

The new facility houses the Up-

per Elementary and Secondary 

Modules and will offer the stu-

dents with autism vastly im-

proved life skills and vocational 

skills training environments.  The 

building includes a large confer-

ence/vocational training room, a 

new gym, a full kitchen and a 

laundry room.  It will also house 

an adult life skills program 

planned for 2011. 

CLC leases the building, which 

made the expansion much easier 

to accomplish.  Funding for furni-

ture and equipment was raised 

through sponsors who have gen-

erously contributed nearly 

$80,000 to date, as well as grants 

from Ronald McDonald House 

Charities, the Connelly Founda-

tion, Foundations Community 

Partnership, the TJ Kavanagh 

Foundation and the Schrenk 

Foundation.   

òWe are grateful to those who  

made this possible and are very 

excited about our new building,ó 

Joanne Corless, 

President and 

founder of the AJ 

Foundation joins 

her son AJ in cut-

ting the ribbon 

marking the open-

ing of CLCõs new 

6,000 square foot 

building.   In back-

g r o u n d  a r e : 

Amanda Flavell, 

Co-Director of 

Education, and 

property owners 

Theresa Semenuk, 

Tess Glancey and 

Brian Glancey. 

explains Michele Jones, Co-

Director of Education.  òWe not 

only have more classroom and 

meeting space, but improved 

facilities to teach independence 

in many other areasñwe want 

our students to learn to care for 

themselves. ò (continued pg. 5) 


